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FROM DR. JANIE EDMONDS, SUPERINTENDENT...

November 13, 2009

Greetings. The long weekend helped us a bit. It gave us time to clean extra well, and it gave students and
teachers a little respite. Enough rest is a great help to the immune system. Those who were ill last week
had more time to recover well.

Absences peaked on Monday with a record high of fifty-five (children and adults) at one school. Some
of those were not yet back from weekend travels, but most were not feeling well. The number dropped
significantly by Tuesday.

As | said not so long ago, two of your best allies for the flu season are your school nurses, both of whom
remain well informed, available, and healthy.

Have you visited your teachers’ websites to see what a lot of information is available to you about the
work that is being done in each classroom? You can also discover much about things that can be done to
support learning from your home. The new web pages are truly excellent, and they are updated often.

You are well versed in flu advice by now, and | suspect that you watch items that are published on the
district website, in the papers and on other websites. We added information today that Bernards
Township, which has offered multiple clinics, is out of vaccine for now.

Here are some useful facts:

» Washing our hands is still an excellent defense against infection. You can sing ‘Happy Birthday’
twice while washing to time yourself. You do get dry hands, which seems to be an oxymoron.

» Covering sneezes well is another big need.

» Vaccinations for both seasonal and Novel H1N1 flu are recommended for school-age children.
Both are voluntary except for preK students for seasonal flu. They are independent, neither
protecting against the other.

» The statewide focus is on keeping schools open for healthy children and keeping children who
are ill at home. People who have been ill should stay at home until at least 24 hours after they are
free of fever (100 F).

Best wishes for a healthy November, December,..., Be well.




HILLTOP SCHOOL

FROM THE DESK OF THE PRINCIPAL...
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With the help of Hilltop School
the 2009

Est. 1957

Woman’s ctub

Thanksgiving Food Drive
Was a SUCCESS!!

Thank you to all the

Students, Teachers and Parents who brought in the

items for our food drive.

With your help we were able to feed
55 Morris County Families!

We could not have done it without you!

Happy Thanksgiving!!



NEWS FROM FIRST GRADE...

Fabulous First Grade
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Snapshots from Second Grade...
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FROM THE HILLTOP TECHNOLOGY LAB...
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FROM THE HILLTOP LIBRARY....
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MOUNTAIN VIEW SCHOOL

MOUNTAIN VIEW PARENT COUNCIL MEETING - NOVEMBER 19, 2009 at 9:00 AM...
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Parent-Teacher Conferences will take place at Mountain View Middle School on Wednesday, November
18th from 1:30 PM - 3:30 PM, Thursday, November 19th from 6:30 PM - 8:30 PM and Friday, November
20th from 1:30 PM - 3:15 PM.. Parents will have the opportunity to meet with all teachers who work
with their children. Grades 5 &7 will meet in the cafeteria while grades 6 & 8 will meet in the gym.
It is anticipated that the demand to conference with certain teachers will be great. Seating will be
available for parents who wish to wait for a specific teacher. Sign up sheets will also
be available to schedule additional individual and/or team conferences.

CHILD CARE will be available during the Parent-Teacher Conferences at
Mountain View Middle School on Wednesday afternoon from 1:30 PM - 3:30 PM.
Upperclassmen have volunteered to care for younger children in the library while parents confer with

teachers.

Please check your child’s backpack for an important registration form.



Math: Our Pre-Algebra team had been hard at work with our unit on integers! We utilized number lines and
patterns amongst positive and negative numbers to help us understand the math behind adding, subtracting,
multiplying, & dividing integers. Then we spent much time exploring how integers are used in real life -from
modeling temperature changes, to describing differences in elevations above and below sea level; from tracking
golf scores and bank balances, to finding the changes in yardage in football plays. Our studies of integers then
prepared us for the next step in our journey this year - our unit on Graphing & Transformational Geometry. After
establishing how to identify and plot points in all four quadrants of the coordinate plane; we began to explore how
to reflect, translate, & rotate figures on the coordinate plane as well. Keep up the amazing efforts, ladies &
gentlemen! "We are halfway up our first mountain!" :)

Language Arts Literacy: Our sixth graders have been collecting many seed ideas for writing realistic short fiction
stories. Ask your children to show you the sunflower seed taped to the cover of their writers notebook. They will
tell you that this seed is a metaphor for the writing ideas we collect, nurture, and help grow into something
beautiful. Next, we auditioned our story ideas on "Fiction Idol" and "So You Think You Can Write". Simon and
Randy were harsh judges, but in the end, everyone earned their "golden ticket". Now, by mentoring ourselves
after famous authors such as E.B. White, Avi, and many others, we are ready to draft our story on the computer
using strategies such as "powerful leads" and "show--don't tell".

Social Studies: After researching early civilizations from China to Mesoamerica, from the Andes to the Indus
River Valley, and from the Fertile Crescent to Central Africa, the g™ graders have examined the relative benefits
and compromises inherent to communal living, answering the Section Question, *“Is Living Together Living
Better?” We now turn our attention to organization and social structure. We begin with a look at Ancient Greece,
Rome and Persia as well as the modern US to analyze the nature of government and its relationship to cultural
development.

Science: “Water, water, everywhere.....” Our young meteorologists have combined their investigative, research,
writing, and artistic talents as they explored the water cycle and how water influences our weather and climate. In
class they have observed, measured, and recorded elements that determine our local weather. They even built
their own barometers. But don’t worry.... these meteorologists are not under too much pressure...

USED BIKE DRIVE SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2009 AT MOUNTAIN VIEW FROM

1 PM - 4 PM sponsored by Pedals for Progress. Collection includes adult and kids bikes which
will be sent to Guatemala, Ghana, Nicaragua, Sierra Leone. Bikes should be rust free. No trikes,
but bikes with flat tires in need of repair are accepted. Also they are collecting sewing machines
in working condition. A $10 donation with each bike or sewing machine to defray shipping costs.
Bikes and donations are tax deductible. For more information contact Joshua Usiskin or call
973-543-5795.

DATES TO REMEMBER

November
17  Board of Ed Meeting
Picture Retakes
17-20 H S A Book Fair at HT - 8:30-4:30 (19" 8:30-8:00)
18 Report Cards Distributed
19  Parent Council Meeting
19 Grade 7 Trip NJPAC
18,19,20 1 PM Dismissal (Parent/Teacher Conferences)
25 1 PM Dismissal (Thanksgiving Break)



26,27 Thanksgiving Break

December
5 Mendham Boro Tree Lighting

15 Holiday Concerts 1:45and 7 p.m.
Board of Ed Meeting

18 Interims mailed

22 Chorus to RDS

23 1 PM Dismissal

23-Jan. 3 - Winter Break

January
4  School Reopens
18 No School - Teacher In-service
26  Board of Ed Meeting



HSA HAPPENINGS...
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ﬁiﬁr INNISBROORK WRAPS

' I PREMIUM PRODUCTS FOR FUNDRAISING

Innisbrook is herel!

From Friday November 13th, please stop by in the main entrance of Hilltop school,
to collect your orders.

The class with the highest number and value of sales was Ms. Borie.

Ms. Borie will receive an Innisbrook gift set!

A big thank you to all who supported this fundraiser, helping us to raise $4,534 for
the Mendham Boro HSA.

LET'S GO TO THE CHILI COOK-OFF!

THIS Saturday, November 14th, 4-7pm, Hilltop School
Come sample chili recipes entered by at least 13 Mendham Families!
Hot dogs, Root Beer
Live Band - The Simplest Thing

Cake Decorating, Face Painting, Tattoos, Dress-Up-Chef Relay Races, Awards & More!



¥/ BOOK FAIR CLASS VISITATION SCHEDULE:

Tuesday (11/17)

Wednesday (11/18)

Thursday (11/19)

Friday (11/20)

8:45 am — (3) McGoldrick
8:45 am — (6) Solej

10:00 am — (2) McAuliffe
10:30 am — (4) Sherwin
10:40 am — (6) Solej
12:10 pm — (6) Solej
12:15 pm — (1) Abreu
1:15 pm — (4) Rogers
1:45 pm - (4) Perfillio
1:45 K Class w/parents
2 pm — (6) Solej

8:45 am — (3) Alonso

10:00 am — (2) Legacki
10:30 am — (4) Abramson

12:15 pm — (1) O’'Grady

1:00 pm — K Class w/parents

8:45 am — (3) Piacenza

10:00 am - (2) Sachs
10:20 am — Grade 5

12:30 pm — (1) Steiner

1:00 pm — K Class w/parents

8:45 am - (3) Cantale

10:00 am - (2) Kagan
10:20 Gr. 5 rain date

12:30 pm — (1) Sweet

1:00 pm — K Class w/parent

A BIG thank you to everyone, volunteers, sponsors and participants for making the 1% Annual Harvest
Hustle 5k a huge success. We made $10,879.53 of which H.S.A. is donating 50% to the Morales Family
Fund.



Mendham Borough Schools Kids Care Annual
Thanksgiving Pie Baking

Kids Care plan to donate 30 pies to the Morristown
Market Street Mission on November 25. The pies will
be baked at Hilltop Cafeteria right after school gets
out at 1:00pm. If you and your child are interested in
volunteering your time to help make and bake these
pies, please sign up by emailing
trishheraghty@hotmail.com by November 23.
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MENDHAM BOROUGH LIBRARY UPDATE...
Children’s Programs

For the Fall

All programs are free, but registration is requested.

Preschool Story Time - Tuesdays at 10:30 am and Thursday 1:55 pm (note date change)
Preschool Sing-A-Long - Mondays at 10:30 am (for toddlers) and 11:45 am (for ages 3 and up)

Book Clubs for all grades

Mondays at 3:30 pm for 2" graders

Wednesdays at 3:30 pm for 3" & 4" graders & 7:00 pm for 7" & 8™ graders

Thursdays at 1:55 pm for Kindergarten Kids & 3:30 pm for 1% graders and 5" & 6" graders

For Special Programs for November
All programs are free, but registration is requested.

Acorn Craft

Wednesday, November 18 at 3:15 pm

Thanksgiving Bingo

Friday, November 20 at 3:15 pm

Fun with Food - Decorate Turkey & Football Cookies
Tuesday, November 23 at 3:15 pm



COMMUNITY HAPPENINGS...

SEE SANTA ARRIVE ON THE BIG RED FIRE ENGINE

MENDHAM JUNIOR WOMEN'S CLUB
WINTER CARNIVAL

Come join Mendham Junior Women'’s Club kickoff the Holiday season
on Saturday, December 5th, 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM at the Brookside
Community Club. Proceeds from this family fun event will benefit vital
programs and services within Morris County.

% Bring your camera to take a picture with Santa in front of fireplace intime
for Holiday cards - arriving at 11:30AM, visiting till 12:30PM

s There will be games (Cupcake Walk, Christmas Tree Ring Toss, Lollipop
Snowman, Bean Bag Toss) with prizes

X4

Crafts: Make a Tree Ornament or Necklace

L)

L)

» Activities: Face & Nail Painting, Tattoos

0

X4

50 / 50 Raffle

L)

*

Baked goods, bagels, pizza and drinks available for sale

0

s No Admission Fee — help MJWC help others, and have a fun time with the
family while doing so!

* For more information contact www.mendhamjuniors@gmail.com



HEXAGON PLAYERS
of Mendham presents

Roald Dahl’s
WILLY WONKA
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SHIFF NATURE PRESERVE

Fall Walkabouts for Preschoolers and Kindergartners « COST/class: $10 M, $15 NM

Mondays, 9:45-10:45 a.m. (ages 2-3) 10/25,11/2,11/9, 11/16, 11/23, 11/30

Wednesdays, 10-11 a.m. (ages 3-5) 10/28, 11/4, 11/11, 11/18, 11/25

Wednesdays, 1:15-2:30 p.m. (kindergartners, story at 1:15, hiking at 1:30) 10/28, 11/4, 11/11, 11/18, 11/25
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‘Sff LANDE Schiff Natural Lands Trust, Inc.

| il 339 Pleasant Valley Road
yo eamz™= T Mendham, NJ 07945

(973) 543-6004

schiffnatureprerve.org

November Events for Kids and Families at Schiff Nature Preserve

Late Fall Walkabouts for Preschoolers « COST/class: $10 M, $15 NM

Members’ Special! Sign up for the series and get one class free!

Wednesdays, 1:15-2:30 p.m. (kindergartners, story at 1:15, hiking at 1:30) Classes 11/4, 11/11, 11/18, 11/25
Our Walkabouts program engages preschoolers and kindergartners with stories, songs, activities, and age-

appropriate hikes. Topics to be announced.

Raccoons & Opossums « COST: $7 per child M/$10NM (ages 6-9)
M



Tuesday November 17th 4:15-5:45 pm
As the nights grow longer, we’ll focus on 2 famous nocturnal mammals- raccoons and opossums. We’ll compare
and contrast their physiology, behavior, and habitat.

Winter Gear Swap for Outdoor Kids « COST: $10 per family

Friday, November 20th, 4:15-5:30 p.m.

Save the clean, usable winter gear your kids outgrew, and plan on attending our Winter Gear Swap! Schiff will
provide the tables and signs to help you organize your items (snowpants, coats, snow boots, hats, mittens,
thermals, ice skates, etc.) and families may freely find what will help them enjoy the 2009-2010 wintertime.
Families will have the option of leaving winter clothes that aren’t swapped for donation to a local charity.

For more information and to pre-register, please contact Hope Coppinger, Membership and Outreach
Coordinator, at 973-543-6004, or via email at hope@schiffnaturepreserve.org

*Please note that we can only hold spaces for programs once payment is received.

Holiday Boutique at The Brookside Community Club
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